
TEDx SPEAKER RELEASE 

Thank you for contributing to the TEDx event identified below (the “Event”). To proceed as a confirmed Speaker, you must complete and 

sign this release (“Release”) before the TEDx Event and fax/email it to your TEDx contact. The Event is operated under a license issued by 

TED Conferences LLC, located at 330 Hudson Street, 11th Floor, New York, NY 10013 (“TED”), which may authorize its partners and 

licensees to distribute the talk worldwide at its sole discretion. For consideration of the opportunity to participate in the Event as a TEDx 
Speaker, sign below if you agree to the terms of this Release. Annotations are provided for description purposes only. 

Section 1. License.  
You grant TED and the Event organizers a license to record your 

talk and to TED to exclusively distribute your TEDx Talk worldwide.  

You grant the Event organizers and authorized entities (“TEDx 
Team”) the right to record, stream, film, and photograph your TEDx 

Talk at the Event and grant TED the exclusive, unrestricted, 

worldwide, perpetual right to display, distribute, perform, 

reproduce, edit, create derivative works (including multilingual 

translations using AI) from, and/or otherwise use the TEDx Talk, in 

whole or in part, with or without video, in any media without any 

further approval from you. This includes the ability to translate into 

any language, sub-license, and exclusively distribute your TEDx Talk 

anywhere around the world, including promotion, advertising, or 

marketing of the TEDx Talk or associated information as applicable. 

Except as required by law, you may not revoke the rights granted in 

this Release. In addition, providing a TEDx Talk is fully voluntary, 

and you won’t receive any payment for presenting a TEDx Talk 

and/or Supporting Information.   

Section 2. Copyright and Originality.   
Your TEDx Talk must be original, accurate, and adhere to our 

guidelines. If you include any slides, you must respect intellectual 

property rights and have permission to publish them.   
You will review the Clearance Guidelines (page 2 of this document) 

in detail and agree only to use third-party content provided with 

consent and license rights for TED to publish perpetually across all 

media platforms as embedded within your TEDx Talk.  You have not 

copied, taken, or infringed any third-party content in developing 

your talk, including slides that may accompany your TEDx talk; 

otherwise, it may be taken down. 

Section 3. Publication discretion and Privacy Consent.  
TED has no obligation to publish your TEDx Talk. If we do, we 

require your full consent, which is described below.  

The TEDx Team and/or TED aren’t obligated to use, publish, or 

distribute your TEDx Talk or Supporting Information (as defined 

below) in any way. You fully consent and agree to have your 

personally identifiable information (e.g., photograph, likeness, 

biographical data) (collectively, “Supporting Information”) published 

and distributed worldwide by TED and the TEDx Team.  If your 

TEDx Talk is selected to build multilingual translations using AI 

technology, you authorize TED to modify, dub, or otherwise adapt 

your voice, likeness and personal characteristics embedded in the 

audio and visual elements of the TEDx Talk using AI to create 

versions accessible in multiple languages. If you wish your talk to be 

removed from TED’s platform at any time post-publishing, TEDx will 

honor that request and remove your talk from TED’s page and will 

update other distribution channels as applicable.  

Section 4.  Conditions for sharing your TEDx Talk.  
If you misuse the brand, we may be required to take down your 

TEDx Talk or take other legal action if applicable.   
● TEDx Reference  (Permissible)

o If your TEDx Talk is published, you will have the right to 

re-post or embed the TEDx Talk solely by using TED's 

links or feed to enable as many views as possible for 

non-commercial purposes. 

o When referencing your talk or yourself as a speaker, 

always indicate the specific event and year you spoke 

(e.g., TEDxAnytown 2024).

o When sharing your TEDx Talk, only do so in a non- 
commercial manner, which means you cannot promote a 

business or your TEDx experience for a fee, such as TEDx 

speaker coaching.

● TEDx Violations  (Your Talk Will Be Removed)
o You misuse the Event name or the TED name, logo, 

trademarks, or service marks (the “TED Marks”) for any 

commercial purpose, e.g., sale of books, podcasts, videos, 

or other media. 

o You publish the TEDx talk without using TED’s links or 

embeds. 

o You misuse the TED Marks to sponsor, endorse or 

suggest an affiliation with any third party or business.

o You misuse the TED Marks in connection with any work 

or service purporting to offer guidance on giving an 

effective TED Talk or TEDx Talk or how to get chosen to 

deliver a TED Talk or TEDx Talk. 

Section 5. Responsibility for TEDx Talk and Waiver.  
You are responsible for any legal claims that arise from your TEDx 

Talk and agree to release any claims against TED from your 

presentation or actions. In addition, this  Release is enforceable, 

binding, and governed by NY law in the US.  

If any third-party claims arise stating your actions or the use of the 

TEDx Talk violates their rights, including infringement, defamation, 

or privacy, you agree to indemnify, hold harmless, and to cooperate 

fully with TEDx Event and TED to defend against or otherwise 

respond to such claim, pay license fees, if applicable, and provide 

written evidence of ownership of any portion of your TEDx Talk if 

required.  You agree to waive any claims against TEDx Event and 

TED and its licensees arising out of the use of the TEDx Talk 

consistent with this Release. This Release may not be modified 

except in writing, signed by both parties. This Release is governed 

by New York law without regard to conflict-of-law principles. If you 

are under 18, a signature from your parent/guardian is required 

below. 

Name of TEDx Speaker: _________________________  

TEDx Event Name: _______________________     Date of Event: ________________________ 

  Signature:_________________________e:   Date: ___________________ 



TEDx SPEAKER RELEASE CLEARANCE GUIDELINES 

VISUALS 

If you decide to add slides or other visuals to the 
TEDx Talk, we need you to ensure that the 
materials, whether pictures, clips, images, 
animation, or drawings—are usable, editable, and 
licensed to TED to use in the same manner as any 
component of your TEDx Talk, and does not contain 
third party content that has not been authorized, 
paid for or licensed for our purposes. 

THIRD-PARTY CONTENT 
Third-party content refers to any content that is 
not treated 100% by you, for you, or owned by 
you but is instead owned by another person or 
entity, such as a corporation (logos), movie studio 
(clips), publishers (music or books), not for profits, 
or one or many writers (clips or lyrics of songs). 
Third-party content is protected by copyright, 
and owners have exclusive rights to use and 
publish it as they see fit. Just because it is 
publicly displayed or downloaded from the 
Internet does not mean legal rights are provided 
to use it in your TEDx Talk. 

USING GENERATIVE AI TOOLS IN SLIDES 
AI tools are computer programs that can create 
new content independently, usually responding to 
a "prompt" or input. This content can include text, 
images, music, and software code. Examples 
include ChatGPT, ChatGT Plus, Midjourney, 
Stable Diffusion, Dall- E, Bard, Bing Chat, and 
other similar tools. If you input your own original 
content, you may use AI Tools for your slides for 
illustration, design, or impact. Please do not use 
AI tools with copyrighted material, data, or input 
that is not original to you. Otherwise, the 
content may be infringing and based on another 
party's intellectual property without permission. 

DON'T ASSUME ONLINE CONTENT IS FREE  
Often, speakers make the mistake of assuming 
Internet content is free and permitted due to "fair 
use" or is considered "public domain." Much of 
what is available online is shared for "viewing" 
under very specific terms and conditions. This 
includes platforms and sites such as TikTok, 
Facebook, LinkedIn, X, Google Images, and even 
some images compiled by libraries, Wikipedia, or 
others. When selecting or downloading images, 
memes, or clips found online, please remember to 
get permission from the owner or original 
publisher of the content. 

RECORD KEEPING FOR LICENSES 
When you license any type of content, please keep a 
record of your license rights, consents, or permissions in 
case verification is ever needed by TED to provide 
evidence of ownership and rights. If a copyright owner 
requests proof of ownership, you need to have the digital 
copy or hard copy of the release and/or consent available 
for evidence in case of a copyright strike or if the TED 
teams receive a cease and desist.  

PHOTOGRAPHS 
We encourage you to take your own photos or drawings to 
illustrate your TEDx Talk. This will enhance the 
presentation with a personal touch and avoid asking other 
copyright owners for permission. Even using Creative 
Commons images, stock websites, and/or image libraries 
can be tricky because it may not allow the flexibility we 
need to publish it with your slides. 
As a reminder, always acquire "perpetual, worldwide, 
commercial distribution" in the licenses available and 
include a photo credit from your source if required. 

CLIPS OF FILMS, MUSIC, OR ANIMATIONS 
Simply put, it is better NOT to use a clip that is popular 
culture or from TV or a film and is published content that a 
third party owns. You may only use clips if you have 
already secured full rights to use them for your TEDx Talk. 
In this case, before giving the talk, you need to obtain 
explicit permission from the copyright owner, whether a 
person or an organization.  
As a note of caution, the more popular the clip, the more 
expensive or complex the release may be due to the 
number of requests and demand for use (e.g., $5000 per 
clip as a license fee to publish 20 seconds in a TEDx Talk) 

PERFORMANCES 
If you plan to perform on stage, please use an original work 
you own 100% in publishing, the recording (if applicable), 
etc. If not, you will have to secure the usage rights for each 
song from the writers, the publisher (e.g., Sony/ ATV, 
Warner Chappell), the composer, and/or the record 
company, and other groups who may have to approve 
rights when recorded from the TEDx Stage. 

Acquiring performance licenses requires coordinating 
multiple permissions and is an area that is highly 
regulated for compliance, so obtaining permission is 
complex and can be expensive. This takes time and 
money, so it is best to use your original work that you 
wholly own. 
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